Cornwall Rugby Football Union Ltd

“Promoting Rugby for One and All”

“Avonsya Rugbi Rag Onen Hag Oll”

Minutes of the Management Board Meeting held at Camborne RFC on Wednesday 26 January 22 (and also via Zoom), at 7pm.


Present:  John Sumnall, David Saunter, Andy Richards, Terry Carter, Terry Williams, Tom Magill, James Instance, Bill Hooper.

On line: Alan Milliner, Bob Hubble, Chris Jewels.

Prior to the meeting there was a presentation by Simon Trowther of Bravemind a mental health charity specifically supporting the rugby community.

1. Apologies for absence: Cozette Shrosbree Tony Knightsbridge, Paul Hayes, Steve Murley, Dave Martin, Ross Tucknott.

2. Minutes of the last meeting: All agreed that these were a true and accurate record of the meeting, and they were signed by David Saunter.

Matters arising: Honda Volunteer Awards, Good news that Honda have taken over, not sure yet regarding the funding. Need to make sure our clubs nominate people for the awards, Cornwall has a good record in recent years. Last year’s presentations were held over due to the pandemic and will be made at the Eden event in February. Depending on numbers, Tom Magill would like to hold this year’s event during Cornwall’s home game against Hants 14 May.

County Championship Fixtures: Fixtures are now known for both Bill Beaumont and Gill Burns Cups. Coaches request home game v Hants be played at Redruth. MB agreed. John Sumnall reminded MB that we did agree that clubs be allowed to bid for games to give them a chance to host. Tom Magill reminded the MB that Ground and Crowd capability would need to be put in place and clubs would have to meet criteria. Terry Carter had spoken with David Penberthy at Redruth and he confirmed that Redruth would be happy to stage on the proviso that there are no major hiccups with their league season. David Saunter has spoken with Ross Tucknott regarding the Women’s team fixtures and the need for early planning. Terry Carter reported that Zeta Penrose had stepped down from Representative Rugby Committee, replacement urgently required. 

St. Columba & Torpoint RFC: Have expressed an interest in becoming full members of the CRFU. They are due to sent in a report but it is still awaited. Terry Williams had received an e-mail from the youth section of the club requesting they be fixtured with sides in Cornwall from season 22/23.  

Match Day Programmes: Terry Carter was going to talk with Colin Hatch. Bill Hooper thought that Simon Bryant had the template in conjunction with Booth Printers, Penryn. Dave Saunter & Andy Richards would chase up sponsors, John Sumnall and David Saunter to do their piece for the programme.  

Food for Clubs XV: Made up by Mrs Carter, players delighted with that. 
An assistant has been identified to assist Paul Hurrell, he is happy with him. 

Reports;

Executive: Have not met.

Treasurer’s Report: Andy Richards had sent out a report with accounts up to the end December. £5K deficit already accrued by end of December, with major expenditure yet to come. All request for expenditure must be agreed by him so that he can monitor. Has spoken with Lesley Bennett regarding the Ladies. Terry Carter has costed much of senior team’s expenses. He has a quote from Hopley’s regarding the coach but will shop around. Surrey expense £5.6 k, Herts £5.8 K, Ladies Middx £5.6 k plus potential games for Under 20’s looking at circa £25 k expenditure. Whilst we are committed to this for this season, we will need to seriously consider our continued participation, subject to RFU funding going forward for County Championship.

Bob Hubble had reservations regarding the cost of an overnight stay for the Under 20s for the Dorset & Wilts game as he was battling to reduce expenditure with the physio’s etc on tape and numbers at games. Dave Saunter felt that this should be reviewed at the end of season review. 

Card machines, Andy Richards reckons we will need at least 2 @ £150:00 each.

RFU Council Member: Alan Milliner: Senior County Finals will be held at Twickenham.

Governance & Finance: Paul Hayes, we have not met.

Club Development/Volunteers: Tom Magill see above

Safeguarding: No report Cozette Shrosbree.

Game Development: Report from James Instance, Meeting scheduled for 2nd Feb to discuss state of rugby in Cornwall. Coaching meeting held with Wayne Reed, disappointingly only 14 clubs represented. Concerns on levels of colts rugby, also there are concerns from clubs wishing to enter a second XV in the leagues that some clubs may try to frustrate, there was a veiled threat about players participating in county teams!!!! CRFU need to pacify clubs who may be against that they will not be dramatically affected. 

Youth & Education: Tony Knightsbridge had submitted his report. Tony had provided fixtures for Exeter Chiefs U.16, Cornwall U.16 and U.15 games. 

Representative Rugby: Terry Carter has had request for fixtures regarding the Clubs XV, so far fixtures programmed against Bodmin, Saltash, St. Agnes and Cornwall U.20s. Dave Saunter said the Bodmin fixture could be held over to next season, he also questioned the value to the Under 20s of such a fixture. First priority Saltash, April fixture, second St. Agnes, August fixture. John Sumnall thought a fixture against Plymouth Combination could be arranged at some stage in the future. 

Terry Carter, ran through the Eden agenda. Raffle prizes, could MB members bring along something. 

Alma Preece has volunteered to do the marquee at the home game, we need to agree a budget for the table coverings etc. John Sumnall asked Terry Carter to set up a sub-committee from Representative rugby to run the event. 

Dave Saunter felt that Life Members should be invited to the home game against Hants. Regarding Crawshay’s game a few old players John Collins and Merril Clymo should be invited also possibly Graham Bate and Kenny Plummer. Dave Saunter requested a retro programme. Terry Carter also felt it was time to market the fixture. 

Competitions: Chris Jewells feel that there needs to be a provision for second XV that do not meet the criteria or whom do not wish to join the league structure that they is some competition for them.  He also confirmed that he would not be seeking re-election as Chair of Competitions for the 2022-23 season. Dave Saunter wished to record the MB’s thanks to him for his hard work over many seasons in his role as Chairman of Competitions. Chris         Jewells also confirmed that, to date no club had lodged objection to second XVs joining the league structure. Dave Saunter stated that at least 4 clubs needed to lodge an objection to trigger a vote and of the vote at least 2/3 ‘rds of the membership voting against it needed to stop it.  Terry Carter asked if any fixtures planned for Easter Monday, potential Clubs XV fixture date. 

Facilities:  David Martin has been chasing clubs regarding the Facility Needs Audit.

Rugby Safe: See the report. Medical opinion feels we should maintain an Oxygen provision. Bob Hubble has found a cheaper quote. Agreed. Quote for tape £450:00, agreed. 

Women & Girls:  Ross Tucknott at another meeting.

Diversity & Inclusion: Steve Murley had sent in a report

Discipline: Bill Hooper had submitted a report, red cards up to the end of December 17. We have already had one red card in 2022. Extra week/game sanction for match official abuse now in place until the end of the season. Dave Saunter reported that Newquay Hornets had been docked 20 points for fielding an unregistered player. 

Correspondence: Terry Williams had received correspondence from RFU, Jeff Blackett unable to attend Crawshay’s game but Peter Wheeler could attend in his place.  Discipline Match Official abuse escalation notification sent out to all clubs. 

Mark Widdecombe was presented with his Life VP award last Sunday at the Cornwall Under 20 game.
Request from Harriet Smith work experience placement 16-20 May lives on IoS. Lesley Bennett to be approached.

Bill Hooper had received an email from Brendan Gallagher asking for help for an article he is preparing for the Rugby Paper re Cornwall 91. 

Bill Hooper to approach Kresen Kernow regarding the archives.

AOB: Terry Carter spoken to Penryn regarding 150th anniversary fixture. Marek Churcher requested any fixture be held over to next season. 

John Sumnall proposed a new Vice President, Peter Russell from Tresillian, agreed. 
         
     
Item 7 (Confidential) 

Date of next meeting Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at Bodmin RFC 7 pm

Meeting closed at 9:08 pm. 
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