Cornwall Rugby Football Union Ltd

“Promoting Rugby for One and All”

“Avonsya Rugbi Rag Onen Hag Oll”

Minutes of the Management Board Meeting held at Bodmin RFC on Wednesday 23 February 22 (Zoom unavailable), at 7pm.


Present:  John Sumnall, David Saunter, Andy Richards, Terry Carter, Tom Magill, Bill Hooper, Alan Milliner, Bob Hubble, Tony Knightsbridge, Steve Murley and Nicola McCombe.

Welcome: Chairman Dave Saunter welcomed everyone

1. Apologies for absence: Terry Williams, Cozette Shrosbree, Paul Hayes, Dave Martin, Ross Tucknott, Chris Jewels, James Instance.

2. Minutes of the last meeting: All agreed that these were a true and accurate record of the meeting, apart from it should read Mark Withecombe, and they were signed by David Saunter.

Matters arising: Honda Volunteer Awards: Tom Magill - all went well at Eden. Thus far 12 nominations received for 2022 awards which close on Monday. Number of nominations on the low side, will need to push for 22/23 season.

County Championship:  See Representative rugby.

Club Forum: Dave Saunter will chase Paul Hayes to ensure in hand for March 9th. Speaker from Man Down booked. He also reported that he spoken with Simon Trowther who addressed MB last month, Dave Saunter fed back that we felt £2.5k fee was unrealistic, he had furnished him with contact details for each club so he could pursue himself. 

Confidential Item 7, see below.

Reports;

Executive:  John Sumnall wrote to Jeff Blackett stating how pleased we were with the appointment of HRH Duchess of Cambridge as Patron of the RFU, he mentioned it was an inspired appointment. Jeff Blackett wrote back to say he was delighted by our comments and to offer condolences on behalf of the RFU on deaths of Dave “Benji” Thomas and Graham Still. 

Dave Saunter and Alan Milliner will represent the CRFU at the Duke of Edinburgh’s memorial service.

Treasurer:  Andy Richards had submitted his report. Funds received for the development of coaches, need to decide how to allocate funds. Dave Saunter mentioned that poor uptake of coaches for the 3 lineout courses in the county, so he will push at Clubs Forum.  Now got the card readers, used them at Eden so will be in use at county games.  Club accounts are now coming in for year ending 20/21, so far clubs look solvent. 

All Store have cleared out 19 boxes, so made some space in the archives. 

Received today £2k from RFU, re participate funding?? Could be regarding Under 20s progressing to last eight of Jason Leonard Cup. 

A lot of expenditure as we prepare for Bill Beaumont and Gill Burns Cups. Colin Hatch will organise just pasties for both teams as food for Under 20s on 20th March. 

Governance & Finance:  Dave Saunter will speak to Paul Hayes regarding Clubs Forum. Paul Hayes is looking to arrange a meeting for committee during March. Dave Saunter wants a cluster mail out to boost attendance.

Safeguarding: see item 7

Game Development: James Instance had sent in a report, Risk Register set up to identify priority of actions and mitigation plans. Concerns about information regarding 2nd XV entering the league system, also lack of detail regarding next season’s leagues, budget planning on hold. Wayne Reed reported that Ronan O’Neill had dropped out of being nominated coaching mentor, he will work with Wayne Reed to identify suitable mentees. Lack of referees a concern.    

Youth & Education: Tony Knightsbridge expanded on his report, poor touchline behaviour and match official abuse continues to be a cause for concern. He wants to sanction club, player, coach or spectator with a 2 week ban, seeks MB approval:  Approved by MB.

He also wanted to resurrected Youth Education Day. Coaches, Players, Parents in separate groups told what we expect of them. 

Representative Rugby: Terry Carter felt Eden had gone well, he and Wendy were thanked for their efforts regarding the raffle, which raised £200 for the RFU Injured Players Foundation. 

Terry Carter has concerns regarding the Ladies’ side. Dave Saunter had spoken to coaches, Teri Hughes Team Manager and told them they need to get their act together now. Dave Saunter will tell Ronan O’Neill that unless they do we will pull the side from the Gill Burns Cup.  

Clubs XV, Saltash offered 18th April, Easter Monday for a fixture to celebrate 50th anniversary. Should Saltash decline, will arrange game with St. Agnes for same date, again 50th anniversary. 

Match balls, Trelawny’s Army will provide balls for Senior, Ladies and Under20s, we will also advertise their trips to Surrey and Herts in the program and via the tannoy at Camborne on 20th March. 

Video footage matches. Dave Burrows will provide, will do a live feed for away games, but not for home game. He could stream home game live into the bar at Redruth.

Costings for Senior games this season £20k. Saved some money by going with FT Williams Coaches, Surrey £5k, Hants £6k, Herts £5.5K+, Crawshays £3.5k. Crawshay’s will hold a post-match dinner at Penventon @ £20 a head. Need to decide on an invitation list, partners should pay their way. Pre-match for Hants game 80 guests, need to firm up numbers. John Sumnall felt a small group needed to sort out invitations with Terry Williams and Terry Carter. 

Hotel at Shepperton booked for Surrey game, may well also use for Herts game. 
  
Competitions:  Chris Jewells had sent in a report. Dave Saunter to hold meeting with him tomorrow to thrash out Senior Cup and Duchy Cup. 

Facilities: Report from David Martin

RugbySafe; Report from Bob Hubble. 1st Aid courses start this week.

Diversity & Inclusion: Steve Murley had sent in a report. John Sumnall congratulated him on his presentation at Eden, which was well received.

Discipline:  Bill Hooper had submitted his monthly report on cases dealt with.

He had a recommendation to put in front of MB with an amendment to the letter sent out to clubs by the Discipline Committee, the following to be added;

“Clubs are reminded that they should ensure that abuse to match officials does not take place and should take all necessary steps to prevent this. 
Where an incident of match official abuse by a spectator is reported the matter must immediately be reported to the CRFU Discipline Secretary and that all such cases will be heard by the CRFU Discipline Panel. Clubs will not receive agreement that they may deal with such matters internally.”
Agreed by MB, to be launched at Clubs Forum and to be implemented from Saturday 12th March 2022. 

Correspondence, E-mail from Truro RFC, girls section looking for support from CRFU to organise a 7’s girls tournament over final weekend of August. John Sumnall suggested it should be sent to Women & Girls committee. We will back their decision. 



AOB: 

Nicola McCombe mentioned Women & Girls Forum which will be sent to relevant contacts. Age Group rugby forum on festivals, camps, tours approvals. Payment of Players declaration opens on 1st March for clubs. 

Andy Richards: sponsorship from Trelawny’s Army £500 for next 3 years logo on back of shirts. Hopefully a meeting soon with Jewson’s. Tony Knightsbridge raised about Jay’s Aim piece in the programme.      

See Item 7

Date of next meeting Wednesday 23rd March Camborne RFC

Meeting closed at 8:55 pm.
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